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Transferring the spirit of the gardener

Yoshilhiro Hirose, Traditional Master Gardener

It has become a convenient time and people’ s mind for the garden has been fading.
Everything is searched on the PC. Immediately, the answer came out and it became
convenient.

However, the answer is flimsy, and answers come out without depth of mind.
Gardening is not so easy to execute. Changes in stones, trees, water, soil, and seasons
in the natural world, where the wind blows, are all to be convincingly integrated.
This job is not easy because it is a technique that can not be equated with numbers,
such as 1 + 1 = 2. There are also two close to three and two close to one. But two s
two.

This work is unfinished forever, and it is also an interesting place in a lonesome place,
just as the technology can not be compared. If you build a garden with the answer
that comes out on a PC, you will create a garden that is not interesting.

Every time, instead of putting things in place, we take care and plant trees, and will
set stones with will. It is a habit that a good garden can be created only by deeply
pursuing and thinking about things, and a "hearted garden" will be completed there.
It seems like the secret to success is to try a lot of things without fear of failure.

With that mind, the future will be visible in the future garden construction.

It's a time of new era of Reiwa.

Young pecple, de youn teat!

_3_



BRI EREEL T V47

FIYAHFRARERARI N —7

2019.7 R aAAESIEARAER

HHREOLHMICE I AHERAROURTRIN —TOEIA (T4) »¥*ROAKRE REHRE
BREOHFTIRIEELIT L L L

SOOIV AFHERADROHLTEH 7NV — 7 IIE KK, BARILZ RO T 0T TFRAOMEL
BWR7 74 7XREZHEL B T,

OB, BRI SFRLTCVWLERAOLRICAZ A MEL R IFELFE-TWAEEXT
L7,

LBrRNINL VL) THEICFTIHIZ LV LDEDRIMNFETTH, Bre e f¥2iT4-<
WEDPEREETL 22, FEVELY ) GRICK RIS DT 20T, BERX THREICY
N EFEDBRY TZAGEHSL L TEL LAY LA, 2, X hYZs2L
To [Hok] YL 20E2FIATERATLIUH TEE LA, BRNMETL A,
REOOBERUFERR 7 74 PHEIXORA 1 BICXHEEBBAVWL B 7,



Maintenance support for gardens

Toyota Motor East Japan social contribution group

Members of the Toyota Motor East Japan social contribution group (7 members)
performed maintenance work on the Great East Japan Earthquake Reconstruction
Memorial Garden during the rainy season.

Since the earthquake, Toyota East Japan's Social Contribution Group has been
volunteering in the cities and towns of Tohoku every month hoping for early recovery.
This time, they helped with the work of removing the weeds that grew in the garden
area managed by this branch. It was the work of removing the grass while holding
down by hand carefully so as not to peel off the moss, but it was impressive to see
them working silently.

Many people came to the garden where the work was finished, and it became possible
to pray for peace and soul of the victims who were sacrificed in the earthquake. In
addition, we were able to share this garden, which will be the “Forest of Bondage’ as
the source of our hearts. Thank you for your hard work.

The next maintenance volunteer work is scheduled on September 1st.

Secial contnibution gnoup
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The Garden Association Miyagi Prefecture Branch is born in June 2013. The Tohoku
branch was disbanded after two years of the Great East Japan Earthquake. However
the Miyagi Branch was launched with the new thought that "l do not want to turn
off the light of the Japanese garden from Tohoku."

The idea plan of the Great East Japan Earthquake Reconstruction Memorial Garden
is proposed at initial general meeting that has been transferred to the Miyagi
Prefecture Branch, with the following:

1. Miyagi Branch will create the memorial garden as a bench mark for establishing
new branch.

2. The Miyagi prefecture branch office will host holding the traditional garden
technology sponsored by the. society.

3. Create a great garden that will serve as the base. for praying for victims' hearts
and contribute to the recovery.”’

These three items were approved. The association headquarters co-sponsored the
construction of a garden as a reconstruction aid for Tohoku, and hosted this
workshop aiming at preservation and inheritance of garden technology, and set a
goal of opening in five years by the year of the 100th anniversary.

In order to pass on the traditional techniques of gardening as "Traditional Garden
Technique", gardeners will come from all over the country, and this garden building
will attract in particular young gardeners as trainees.

In July, pre-preparation of "Dream creation” began in earnest in the mountain hem
of Kakushoji temple where the area of the ground is said to be largest in the Tohoku.
While suffering from heat and mosquitoes, harvesting large trees and collecting and
processing them was a tough task far beyond imagination, but as dense forests are
opened, wonderful view of Mt. Sasakura healed participants’ heart and made
everyone forget the tiredness.

On Sept. good and sunny day in the autumn , we held a festival to pray for the
safety of the garden maintenance and started the maintenance of temporary
working waterways for working roads and the old dike that had fallen, and managed
the swamp water.

As the garden technology course was approaching in October, the construction of the
work road to the vicinity of the existing Kannon Hall was completed, and it was
possible to carry the stone for the extension used in the workshop.

On October 11, young gardeners gathered from all over the country to Kakushoji.
Finally "the first traditional garden technology" begins.
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Niwashi-Sorashi: My way for the last 25 years
Yoshiteru Yoshida

Move than 38 years have passed since | started working in the landscape industry.
During this time, | have been struggling to cope with places where machines can ‘t be
used, such as large trees in the garden, trees for wind protection planted on the back
of houses, etc. One time, when | asked a technical company to remove the large trees
that | could not do, a young craftsman dropped the branches dexterously using a
chain saw at high places without using the safety belt. However, the fears of me and
the customers | was working for were struck by immeasurable fear.

From such experience, | know that there is a situation when | have to cope with the
available techniques even in the modernized civilized world. And | have to come to a
point of a need for acquiring a safe and reliable method. At that time, | learned
about and participated in the recreation of climbing down a tree with a rope. Among
them, | secure my body with a rope, keep a safe posture, learn the technique of
lowering the pruned branches with a rope, and have reached the present day.

In the garden of various places of the whole country, it becomes lagging timely
management, and trees that are too large can be found here and there. Working in
such a garden, putting the work in a high place is difficult, | think that there are
many places that must be climbed with ropes.

In addition, even in the private residential sector, trees planted for the purpose of
windbreak become large trees, causing troubles with neighboring houses. There is also
the danger of secondary damage from typhoons and other disasters, and requests for
assisting in removal and pruning from the region are also increasing. Under such
circumstances, the Miyagi Prefecture branch requested that | convey my technology
to young successors in Japan. | was still anxious about what | could do in the
day-to-day technical training, but when [ see me getting to age. | felt that it would
be meaningless to bring this technology to the graveyard, and [ decided to accept to
offer assistance. If this safe technology is widely transmitted, | think that the
unlimited scenery will change greatly.

Special high tree pruning in the traditional garden technology and harvesting
technology classes have already been conducted twice, but it is still a considerable
year to use this technology to safely construct and connect with personal safety and
customer safety and trust. It seems that it may take a long while, but | hope that |
want you to continue without giving up. | think that the purpose to be aimed is far
and leads to a magnificent business.

We believe that our value for social contribution is great. Let's do our best together.
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Garden Meister Hajime Oyama

There is a residence of Mr.Oyama, a sukiya house, on the hills of Kesennuma City,
Miyagi Prefecture. The home on the hill was able to escape from the huge tsunami.
There exists 300 square meters of a bright dry mountain garden is created on the
south side of the 70 tsubo flat house. His grandfather used garden stones collected
from nearby mountains, and his wife and him self started to make their home
garden, and it was completed several years ago.

Since he was a child, Oyama grew up to see how his grandfather used his tools , and
was impressed by all his grandfather's work. Mr. Oyama, who loves gardening from
years back, was admired by a gardener, and said "the second job is gardening" while
driving a tank lorry.

When he was 47, he finally decided to leave his home in Kesennuma, rented an
apartment in Sendai City, and join Masaki Kikuchi, the garden designer. Since then,
he has been working on daily gardening with his outstanding skills, combining fine
sensibility taught by his master and traditional garden techniques for 20 years.




m
&

Editor’s Note

BELED X

JEER Y I E DA E h L% - L - YT
HMIETECILELALWI),

s - REBMO RGO EER YoFIFh, &k
BREBOEEHE LT b s KRB DS
EHIIHICAL ThH, K oD BN L
Yerrbon, £8L AR CBES 2
Z T/,

W, BN TIIRICE KERFITH 05 2
ZOARIEBENT WD, ZOF T, BAD
Bt 2 S —FF—YBAINTWEDIE%
ELDOTL LI A

HADEIIN —FTF—Tlx%h { “Niwashi”
D2 5 TWVWEDTT,

A person who can handle everything from planning of the garden to design,
construction and maintenance is called a "Niwashi".

The seventh generation Ogawa Jihei, who is called the best gardener of the Meiji and
Taisho period, and is said to be the forerunner of the modern Japanese garden, is
particularly famous. He is said to be a magician of water and stone, and he carries

excellent sense of expression and imagination.

In recent years, the number of Japanese garden enthusiasts has increased especially

overseas, and its popularity continues.

Why is it that Japanese Niwashi are introduced as "Gardener" abroad?
The garden in Japan is built not by a gardener but "Niwashi".
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