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The Garden Society of Japan achieved 100™ anniversary of establishment last
year. This year will be the first step of next hundred year of GSJ. As a ship need
wind to fill the sails, we need strong wind which go through this new age. | am

looking forward to seeing this bulletin of Miyagi branch will go ahead of the times

and lead new era.

ABARERBRTRE N E HEH
Maraki Kikuchi

President of Miyagi bnanch of The ganden Seciety of Japan
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First of all,;thank you for your understanding of,and support for our
activity as Miyagi branch of GSJ. As we are having a new name of era,
GSJ Miyagi branch decided to start our seasonal bulletin to let you know

more about our activities. Thank you again for your continuous support.
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What's new?
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[ maintain the Japanese Garden at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, in the UK. A couple of years
ago, | visited Japan for the first time, going to Kyoto, Nara, and Tokyo to look at various gardens,
so until now, that was my complete impression of gardens in Japan. | was lucky to be invited on
a trip to the Tohoku region to see the Great East Japan Earthquake Memorial Garden. | found it
very interesting to see such a recently constructed Japanese garden, and | was surprised by how
old it felt. | was amazed to learn that it was built by a team of volunteers, and | was honoured
to meet some of the team responsible for design and construction. | hope | will be able to visit this
garden again to help with future projects and watch the garden develop.

On our trip we also visited a variety of gardens, both public and private, opening my eyes to the
range of Japanese gardens. When someone from the UK thinks of gardens in Japan, they instantly
think of gardens in Kyoto. However, now | wish to explore more of Japan to see gardens in
different places. On the final part of our journey through the Tohoku region, we visited towns on
the coast that had been hit by the tsunami in 2011. | was reminded of the devastation shown on
the news at home, but the scale of the destruction was hard to imagine until | saw it in person. [t
is wonderful that many of the volunteers that helped build the garden came from affected areas,

as | believe plants and gardens have healing properties.

I hope many will visit the Memorial Garden in years to come. late Davies—Rodbentron
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Dream creation

There is a small village named Miyatoko surrounded by hills and forest, so to speak, a hidden place
where the time seems to be at a standstill. Miyatoko is about four miles north of the lively quarters
of Sendai. Inside of that village there is a famous residence named Tateoka-yakata which was
owned by the Date family. It is surrounded by a stonewall and moat.  The purpose of the
building was to let the head of the Date family escape when there was a crisis looming. A secret
highland pass was prepared from the rear of the Aoba Castle through Goroku and Nenoshivoishi.
The spirits of the dead Date family were reverently buried at the Daigisan Kakushouji Temple in
the Miyatoko village.

2011 was a bitter year for the people in Tohoku because on March 11th a gigantic
earthquake Wit that area with a magnitude of 9.0. People were horvified at the sight of
the damage. They did not know what to do at that time, and they just trembled with
fear about the power of destruction caused by the earthquake. Two years later some
Japanese garden meisters of Miyatoko and Tohoku had the brilliant idea that they should
create a memorable Japanese garden at the Kakushousi Temple in Miyatoko for the
repose of the deceased and as a token of regeneration. They could manage to bring the

/dea to a successtul conclusion.

On June 15th 2013, they started going into the precincts of the Kakushoji Temple to reach the
thick forest of the hills at the back of the temple for the purpose of designing the layout of the
Japanese garden. There is often a cold and wet easterly wind in June, called Yamase.  On that
day, when the people moved into the deep forest, it was a hot day and even the frogs croaked
happily in the rice fields.  Suddenly a gust of the Yamase brought a cold chill and rain to the area.
A deep layer of wet leaves made the path along a gloomy ravine treacherous, but the people

doggedly kept going, caring only about their great project.
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On March 18h 2015, the Garden Society of Japan conferved on me an award of encouragement
for my day to day effort and entire devotion to the profound study of making Japanese gardens.
I had the wonderful experience in my life that | could share my consideration about Japanese
gardens at the award ceremony. Still | remember clearly that | could not help being amazed at
the highly attractive scene when many participants were absorbed in making “Takegaki (bamboo
fences)” at the workshop held in the Japanese Garden symposium at Portland,Oregon in USA.
Around that time, | had just finished my apprenticeship, and | was attending that symposium with
my colleague.

The Japanese Garden Project had been carried on by volunteers for five years. The work required
3500man-days to finish.  Not only gardeners but also volunteers could enrich their practical and
educative gardening experience. At this point many people from abroad joined the project
voluntarily, and enthusiastically they were also learning how to make Japanese gardens. They
would learn much from association with other people and professional gardeners.

I have been worried about the difficulty to preserve the tradition of Japanese gardening skill.
However, | am full of hope for a bright future. As more and more people from abroad take a
growing interest in Japanese culture,they enhance the established reputation of the Japanese
gardens. The day Japanese people finally understand the value of Japanese traditional gardening

may not be too far away.
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Garden Meister' s skills and heart

| foster the habit of walking among hills and fields to learn the essence of gardening from nature.
It is so comfortable to walk in the gentle wind. When | feel the spirits in the heart of nature, |

often make a sketch of the scenic spot. | am truly inspired and enlightened by nature.
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